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Abstract 
 
Commission Decision of 25 February 2016 setting up a Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries, C(2016) 1084, OJ C 74, 
26.2.2016, p. 4–10. The Commission may consult the group on any matter relating to marine and fisheries biology, fishing gear technology, 
fisheries economics, fisheries governance, ecosystem effects of fisheries, aquaculture or similar disciplines. This report deals with the 
procedure to evaluate the DCF national work plans.  
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SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC COMMITTEE FOR FISHERIES 
(STECF) 
 
Procedure for evaluation of DCF Work Plans (STECF-16-16) 
THIS REPORT WAS ISSUED DURING THE PLENARY MEETING HELD IN 
BRUSSELS, 24-28 OCTOBER 2016 
 
 
 
Background 
Based on Article 6 of Council Regulation (EC) No 199/2008, STECF is responsible for evaluating the 
National Programmes of Member States, in terms of conformity to content set by this Regulation, 
scientific relevance of the data to be covered and quality of proposed methods and procedures. The 
National Programmes will be replaced by the Work Plans. According to the DCF recast proposal, 
STECF will be requested to evaluate the Work Plans of Member States, based on the same criteria, as 
before: conformity with EU multi annual programme, scientific relevance and quality. This year, 
Member States will submit their Work Plans for the first time (31st of October 2016) and STECF 
EWG 16-16 will be requested to evaluate them. The Commission shall adopt these work plans by the 
end of 2016. The tight deadlines imposed on all involved parties (MSs, STECF and Commission), 
make it essential to streamline the process as much as possible. On the STECF side, there is a need for 
clear guidance on the evaluation of the Work Plans, to help EWG deliver concrete assessment to the 
Commission, in order to meet the tight deadlines.  
The process for the evaluation of the Work Plans was discussed in STECF Plenary 16-02 (point 5.13) 
and a timeline for the evaluation procedure was proposed. According to this timeline, the evaluation 
criteria and form should be prepared and discussed at the relevant meetings on data collection taking 
place between August and October (Regional Coordination Meetings, Liaison Meeting). A number of 
ad hoc contracts are foreseen to compile all input received and draft evaluation guidelines and 
templates for the WP evaluation. The output of these ad hoc contracts will be discussed at the STECF 
plenary.  
 
 
Request to the STECF 
The STECF is requested to:  
1. Revise the evaluation criteria and evaluation form for the DCF Work Plans, in line with the 
requirements as set in the EU MAP and Work Plan template. In case of disagreement with the 
proposed criteria, suggest alternative solutions. 
2. STECF is requested to conclude its work on this topic during the plenary. The guidelines will be 
made available to pre-screeners in the week after the plenary, in preparation for the EWG-16-16 (7-11 
November 2016). 
 
 
STECF observations and conclusions 
Based on a summary document provided by the Commission, the evaluation of Work Plans (WP) 
should follow a two-stage approach. 
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The first step will be a WP pre-screening process taking place before the STECF EWG 16-16, from 
31 October to 7 November 2016, dealing with the technical evaluation of the WPs based on the 
ad-hoc expert reports on WP evaluation criteria.  
The process to implement the first step is: 
 Definition of a set of questions from the ad-hoc contracts 
 selection of pre-screeners according to expertise/region 
 pre-screening exercise to be concluded by the 7 November: technical evaluation on the 
basis of the questions identified under point 1. 
Even if this process is rather clear, there are several issues that could affect the expected results: 
 Timing: Pre-screeners have to study in detail the legislative framework (EU MAP and WP 
template), the scientific best practices (ICES EGs, GFCM-DCRF, methodologies from 
PGECON, etc.) and be aware of Regional Co-ordination Meeting and Liaison Meeting 
recommendations. This will require considerable time. 
 The set of questions for evaluations has to be prepared before the start of the pre-
screening on the basis of the ad-hoc contracts. 
 Answers to be provided by pre-screeners to the evaluation questions should be 
standardised as far as possible, using categories similar to those being used for the 
evaluation of DCF Annual Reports (yes, no, mostly, partly, etc.). 
 MS legally have to submit the WP by the end of October (EMFF Regulation 508/2014, Art. 
21.1), but some delays might occur. 
 If errors or gaps are detected in WPs, there will be no time for giving feedbacks and 
correct issues before the WG  
The second step will be the overall evaluation of the WPs by the STECF EWG 16-16 (7-11 
November 2016), based on general principles and specific checkpoints.  
The process to address this second step needs to be better defined in the Terms of Reference for 
the EWG 16-16. Checkpoints suggested by DG MARE are generally appropriate but some of them 
appear to be very ambitious (e.g. regional specificities and needs, improvement in terms of 
coverage and quality), or they relate to coverage, quality issues, fulfilment of end-user needs, 
etc., which cannot be quantified at the moment or are subject to future regional co-ordination 
(Regional WPs). The EWG will make every effort to finalise the first step (technical evaluation), 
but the second step (overall evaluation) should be limited to highlight the most important issues 
that would justify requesting a revision of a national WP. 
STECF notes that the title of the EWG implies the evaluation of regional WPs, but these do not 
exist yet in 2016, so such evaluation will not be performed this year. 
Ultimately, STECF is of the opinion that to undertake a comprehensive review of the evaluation 
criteria and evaluation form for DCF WPs at the present time would be premature and in any 
case, the resources required to do so are not available during the STECF Plenary Meeting. The 
evaluation of WPs has to go through the first round (i.e. the 2 stages and follow-up by the 
Commission and Member States) before any concrete changes in the proposed procedures can be 
suggested. The current WP templates and guidelines leave moderate room for interpretation 
which will result in various MS approaches to deal with the same issue. This diversity of 
interpretations will have to be discussed by the relevant parties. 
In principle, the aim of this year’s evaluation is to inform DG MARE whether the WPs are specified 
sufficiently well so that the EU MAP requirements can be fulfilled in subsequent years. However, 
STECF notes that the time-scale to complete the process in 2016 is extremely challenging and 
given the complexity of the WPs and evaluation templates, there is a risk that the process will not 
be completed to the desired timescale. 
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Contact details of STECF members and meeting participants 
1 - Information on STECF members’ affiliations is displayed for information only. In any case, 
Members of the STECF shall act independently. In the context of the STECF work, the committee 
members do not represent the institutions/bodies they are affiliated to in their daily jobs. STECF 
members also declare at each meeting of the STECF and of its Expert Working Groups any 
specific interest which might be considered prejudicial to their independence in relation to specific 
items on the agenda. These declarations are displayed on the public meeting’s website if experts 
explicitly authorized the JRC to do so in accordance with EU legislation on the protection of 
personnel data. For more information: http://stecf.jrc.ec.europa.eu/adm-declarations 
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Fisheries (STECF) has been 
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intervals on matters pertaining 
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As the science and knowledge 
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Commission, the Joint Research 
Centre’s mission is to support 
EU policies with independent,  
evidence throughout the whole  
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